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Social justice postgraduate degrees: updated for the 2026 academic year 
 

This is a list of postgraduate degrees currently offered in Australia that have a social justice focus.1 It is targeted at those who already have an 
undergraduate law degree – as such, we have attempted to only include degrees that require some legal background, and also have a social justice 
element.   
 
Please note that listing a degree below is not an endorsement of the university, or the degree. We have attempted to be thorough; however, this is not an 
exhaustive list.2  
 

 Name of degree University  Location Duration 

Australian Capital Territory  

1.  Graduate Certificate of Climate Policy  Australian National University Canberra ACT  

2.  Master of Climate Change  Australian National University Canberra ACT 1.5 years full-time 

3.  
Graduate Certificate of International and Development 
Economics 

Australian National University Canberra ACT  

4.  Graduate Certificate of Policy Design and Analysis  Australian National University Canberra ACT  

5.  Graduate Certificate of Public Policy Australian National University Canberra ACT  

6.  Graduate Diploma of Public Policy Australian National University Canberra ACT 1 year full-time  

7.  Master of Public Policy Australian National University Canberra ACT 2 years full-time 

8.  Graduate Certificate in International Development  University of Canberra Canberra ACT 6 months full-time 

9.  Graduate Diploma in International Development  University of Canberra Canberra ACT 1 year full-time 

 
1 Table current as at December 2025.  
2 If we have not listed a course in this table that you believe deserves inclusion, please contact us at info@probonocentre.org.au and we will consider your request. 

https://programsandcourses.anu.edu.au/2025/program/CCPOL
https://programsandcourses.anu.edu.au/2025/program/MCLIM
https://programsandcourses.anu.edu.au/2025/program/CIDEC
https://programsandcourses.anu.edu.au/2025/program/CIDEC
https://programsandcourses.anu.edu.au/2025/program/CPODA
https://programsandcourses.anu.edu.au/2025/program/6192XGCPPP
https://programsandcourses.anu.edu.au/2025/program/DPUBP
https://programsandcourses.anu.edu.au/2025/program/MPUPP
https://www.canberra.edu.au/course/336JA/1/2026
https://www.canberra.edu.au/course/337JA/1/2027
mailto:info@probonocentre.org.au
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 Name of degree University  Location Duration 

10.  Master of International Development  University of Canberra Canberra ACT 2 years full-time 

11.  Master of Public Policy University of Canberra Canberra ACT or online  2 years full-time 

New South Wales  

12.  Graduate Certificate in Indigenous Cultural Competency Charles Sturt University Online  1 year part-time  

13.  
Graduate Certificate of Intersectionality, Diversity and 
Inclusion 

Charles Sturt University Online 1 year part-time 

14.  
Master of International Relations and Master of Public and 
Social Policy 

Macquarie University Sydney NSW or online 1 year full-time 

15.  Master of Laws (Human Rights Law & Policy specialisation)  University of New South Wales  Sydney NSW 1 year full-time 

16.  Master of Public Policy and Governance University of New South Wales Sydney NSW 2 years full-time 

17.  Graduate Certificate in Social Impact University of New South Wales Sydney NSW or online  0.7 years full-time 

18.  Graduate Diploma in Social Impact University of New South Wales Sydney NSW or online 1 year full-time 

19.  Master of Development Studies University of New South Wales Sydney NSW 2 years full-time 

20.  Master of Social Change and Development University of Newcastle Newcastle NSW or online 1.5 years full-time 

21.  Graduate Certificate in Social Change and Development University of Newcastle Newcastle NSW or online 0.5 years full-time 

22.  Master of Environmental Law  University of Newcastle Newcastle NSW  1 year full-time 

23.  Graduate Certificate in Public Policy University of Sydney Sydney NSW 6 months full-time  

24.  Graduate Diploma in Public Policy University of Sydney Sydney NSW 1 year full-time 

25.  Master of Public Policy University of Sydney Sydney NSW 2 years full-time 

26.  Graduate Certificate in Social Justice University of Sydney Sydney NSW 6 months full-time 

27.  Graduate Diploma in Social Justice (Development Studies) University of Sydney Sydney NSW 1 year full-time 

28.  Master of Social Justice (Development Studies) University of Sydney Sydney NSW 1.5 years full-time 

29.  Graduate Diploma in Social Justice (Human Rights) University of Sydney Sydney NSW 1 year full-time  

30.  Master of Social Justice (Human Rights) University of Sydney Sydney NSW 1.5 years full-time 

31.  
Graduate Diploma in Social Justice (Peace and Conflict 
Studies) 

University of Sydney Sydney NSW 1 year full-time 

32.  Master of Social Justice (Peace and Conflict Studies) University of Sydney Sydney NSW 1.5 years full-time 

33.  Graduate Diploma in Sustainability University of Sydney Sydney NSW 1 year full-time 

https://www.canberra.edu.au/course/193JA/3/2025
https://www.canberra.edu.au/course/SCM101/1/2025
https://study.csu.edu.au/courses/humanities-social-sciences/graduate-certificate-indigenous-cultural-competency
https://study.csu.edu.au/courses/humanities-social-sciences/graduate-certificate-intersectionality-diversity-inclusion
https://study.csu.edu.au/courses/humanities-social-sciences/graduate-certificate-intersectionality-diversity-inclusion
https://www.mq.edu.au/study/find-a-course/courses/master-of-international-relations-and-master-of-public-and-social-policy
https://www.mq.edu.au/study/find-a-course/courses/master-of-international-relations-and-master-of-public-and-social-policy
https://www.unsw.edu.au/study/postgraduate/master-of-laws?studentType=Domestic
https://www.unsw.edu.au/law-justice/study/postgraduate/human-rights-law-and-policy
https://www.unsw.edu.au/study/postgraduate/master-of-public-policy-and-governance?studentType=Domestic
https://www.unsw.edu.au/study/postgraduate/graduate-certificate-in-social-impact?studentType=Domestic
https://www.unsw.edu.au/study/postgraduate/graduate-diploma-in-social-impact?studentType=Domestic
https://www.unsw.edu.au/study/postgraduate/master-of-development-studies?studentType=Domestic
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/degrees/master-social-change-development
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/degrees/graduate-certificate-social-change-development
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/degrees/master-environmental-law
https://www.sydney.edu.au/courses/courses/pc/graduate-certificate-in-public-policy.html
https://www.sydney.edu.au/courses/courses/pc/graduate-diploma-in-public-policy.html
https://www.sydney.edu.au/courses/courses/pc/master-of-public-policy.html
https://www.sydney.edu.au/courses/courses/pc/graduate-certificate-in-social-justice.html
https://www.sydney.edu.au/courses/courses/pc/graduate-diploma-in-social-justice-development-studies.html
https://www.sydney.edu.au/courses/courses/pc/master-of-social-justice-development-studies.html
https://www.sydney.edu.au/courses/courses/pc/graduate-diploma-in-social-justice-human-rights.html
https://www.sydney.edu.au/courses/courses/pc/master-of-social-justice-human-rights.html
https://www.sydney.edu.au/courses/courses/pc/graduate-diploma-in-social-justice-peace-and-conflict-studies.html
https://www.sydney.edu.au/courses/courses/pc/graduate-diploma-in-social-justice-peace-and-conflict-studies.html
https://www.sydney.edu.au/courses/courses/pc/master-of-social-justice-peace-and-conflict-studies.html
https://www.sydney.edu.au/courses/courses/pc/graduate-diploma-in-sustainability.html
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 Name of degree University  Location Duration 

34.  Master of Sustainability University of Sydney Sydney NSW 1.5 years full-time 

35.  Graduate Diploma in Environmental Law University of Sydney Sydney NSW 6 months full-time 

36.  Master of Environmental Law University of Sydney  Sydney NSW 1 year full-time 

37.  Master of Administrative Law and Policy University of Sydney  Sydney NSW 1 year full-time 

38.  
Master of Not-for-Profit and Social Enterprise Management 
(Extension) 

University of Technology 
Sydney 

Sydney NSW 2 years full-time 

39.  
Graduate Certificate in Humanitarian and Development 
Studies 

Western Sydney University Parramatta NSW 6 months full-time 

40.  
Graduate Diploma in Humanitarian and Development 
Studies 

Western Sydney University 
Parramatta NSW 
 

1 year full-time 

41.  Master of Humanitarian and Development Studies  Western Sydney University Parramatta NSW 2 years full-time 

Northern Territory  

42.  Graduate Diploma of Indigenous Policy Development Charles Darwin University Darwin NT or online 1 year full-time 

43.  Graduate Certificate of Public Policy Charles Darwin University Darwin NT or online 1 year part-time  

44.  Master of Public Policy Charles Darwin University Darwin NT or online 2 years full-time 

Queensland  

45.  Master of Global Development Griffith University Brisbane QLD or online  1 to 2 years full-time 

46.  Graduate Certificate in International Relations Griffith University  Brisbane QLD or online  1 year part-time   

47.  Master of International Relations Griffith University Brisbane QLD or online  1 to 2 years full-time  

48.  Graduate Certificate in International Law  Griffith University  Gold Coast QLD or online 6 months full-time 

49.  Master of International Law Griffith University  Gold Coast QLD or online 1 to 1.5 years full-time  

50.  Master of International Law Studies  Griffith University  Gold Coast QLD or online  2 years full-time  

51.  Graduate Certificate of Global Development James Cook University Cairns QLD or online  6 months full-time 

52.  Master of Global Development James Cook University Cairns QLD or online 2 years full-time 

53.  Graduate Certificate in Policy and Governance 
Queensland University of 
Technology 

Online 6 months full-time  

54.  Graduate Certificate in Governance and Public Policy University of Queensland Brisbane QLD 6 months full-time 

55.  Graduate Diploma in Governance and Public Policy University of Queensland Brisbane QLD 1 year full-time 

https://www.sydney.edu.au/courses/courses/pc/master-of-sustainability.html
https://www.sydney.edu.au/courses/courses/pc/graduate-diploma-in-environmental-law.html
https://www.sydney.edu.au/courses/courses/pc/master-of-environmental-law.html
https://www.sydney.edu.au/courses/courses/pc/master-of-administrative-law-and-policy.html
https://www.uts.edu.au/courses/master-of-social-impact-and-not-for-profit-management
https://www.uts.edu.au/courses/master-of-social-impact-and-not-for-profit-management
https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/future/study/courses/postgraduate/graduate-certificate-in-humanitarian-and-development-studies
https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/future/study/courses/postgraduate/graduate-certificate-in-humanitarian-and-development-studies
https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/future/study/courses/postgraduate/graduate-diploma-in-humanitarian-and-development-studies
https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/future/study/courses/postgraduate/graduate-diploma-in-humanitarian-and-development-studies
https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/future/study/courses/postgraduate/master-of-humanitarian-and-development-studies
https://www.cdu.edu.au/study/course/graduate-diploma-indigenous-policy-development-tipd01#!course-overview
https://www.cdu.edu.au/study/course/graduate-certificate-public-policy-uppol2
https://www.cdu.edu.au/study/course/master-public-policy-sppol2
https://www.griffith.edu.au/study/degrees/master-of-global-development-5724
https://www.griffith.edu.au/study/degrees/graduate-certificate-in-international-relations-3142
https://www.griffith.edu.au/study/degrees/master-of-international-relations-5754
https://www.griffith.edu.au/study/degrees/graduate-certificate-in-international-law-3354
https://www.griffith.edu.au/study/degrees/master-of-international-law-5729
https://www.griffith.edu.au/study/degrees/master-of-international-law-studies-5738
https://www.jcu.edu.au/courses/graduate-certificate-of-global-development
https://www.jcu.edu.au/courses/master-of-global-development
https://online.qut.edu.au/online-courses/law-justice/graduate-certificate-in-policy-governance/
https://study.uq.edu.au/study-options/programs/graduate-certificate-governance-and-public-policy-5364
https://study.uq.edu.au/study-options/programs/graduate-diploma-governance-and-public-policy-5365
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56.  Master of Governance and Public Policy  University of Queensland Brisbane QLD 2 years full-time 

57.  Graduate Certificate in Peace and Conflict Studies University of Queensland Brisbane QLD 6 months full-time  

58.  Master of Peace and Conflict Studies University of Queensland Brisbane QLD 2 years full-time  

59.  Master of International Relations University of Queensland Brisbane QLD 2 years full-time 

60.  
Masters of International Relations / Peace and Conflict 
Studies  

University of Queensland Brisbane QLD 2 years full-time 

South Australia  

61.  
Master of Laws (International Law and International 
Relations) 

Flinders University Online 
1 year or 1.5 years full-
time 

62.  
Graduate Certificate in Gender Mainstreaming Policy and 
Analysis 

Flinders University Adelaide SA or online 1 year part-time  

63.  
Graduate Certificate in Environmental Policy and 
Management 

Adelaide University Adelaide SA 6 months full-time 

64.  Master of Environmental Policy and Management Adelaide University Adelaide SA 2 years full-time 

65.  Graduate Certificate in Aboriginal Studies Adelaide University Adelaide SA 6 months full-time 

66.  Master of Aboriginal Studies Adelaide University Adelaide SA 2 years full-time 

67.  Graduate Certificate in Aboriginal Studies University of South Australia Adelaide SA or online 6 months full-time 

68.  Graduate Diploma in Aboriginal Studies University of South Australia Adelaide SA or online 1 year full-time 

69.  Master of Aboriginal Studies University of South Australia Adelaide SA or online 2 years full-time 

Victoria  

70.  Master of Politics and Policy Deakin University Online 1 or 1.5 years full-time  

71.  Graduate Certificate of Sustainability Deakin University  Melbourne VIC or online 6 months full-time 

72.  Graduate Diploma of Sustainability  Deakin University  Melbourne VIC or online 1 year full-time 

73.  Master of Sustainability Deakin University  Melbourne VIC or online 1.5 years full-time 

74.  Master of International Development Practice Monash University  Melbourne VIC 1 to 2 years full-time 

75.  Graduate Certificate in Domestic and Family Violence RMIT University  Online  1 year part-time  

76.  Master of Global Studies  RMIT University  Melbourne VIC or online 2 years full-time 

77.  Master of Public Policy  RMIT University  Melbourne VIC 2 years full-time 

https://study.uq.edu.au/study-options/programs/master-governance-and-public-policy-5607
https://study.uq.edu.au/study-options/programs/graduate-certificate-peace-and-conflict-studies-5648
https://study.uq.edu.au/study-options/programs/master-peace-and-conflict-studies-5646
https://study.uq.edu.au/study-options/programs/master-international-relations-5641
https://study.uq.edu.au/study-options/programs/masters-international-relations-peace-and-conflict-studies-5688
https://study.uq.edu.au/study-options/programs/masters-international-relations-peace-and-conflict-studies-5688
https://handbook.flinders.edu.au/courses/2025/MLAWILIRP
https://handbook.flinders.edu.au/courses/2025/MLAWILIRP
https://www.flinders.edu.au/study/courses/postgraduate-gender-mainstreaming-policy-analysis
https://www.flinders.edu.au/study/courses/postgraduate-gender-mainstreaming-policy-analysis
https://adelaideuni.edu.au/study/degrees/graduate-certificate-in-environmental-policy-and-management/
https://adelaideuni.edu.au/study/degrees/graduate-certificate-in-environmental-policy-and-management/
https://adelaideuni.edu.au/study/degrees/master-of-environmental-policy-and-management/
https://adelaideuni.edu.au/study/degrees/graduate-certificate-in-aboriginal-studies/
https://adelaideuni.edu.au/study/degrees/master-of-aboriginal-studies/
https://study.unisa.edu.au/degrees/graduate-certificate-in-aboriginal-studies/dom
https://study.unisa.edu.au/degrees/graduate-diploma-in-aboriginal-studies/dom
https://study.unisa.edu.au/degrees/master-of-aboriginal-studies/dom
https://www.deakin.edu.au/course/master-politics-and-policy
https://www.deakin.edu.au/course/graduate-certificate-sustainability
https://www.deakin.edu.au/course/graduate-diploma-sustainability
https://www.deakin.edu.au/course/master-sustainability
https://handbook.monash.edu/2026/courses/A6006?year=2026
https://www.rmit.edu.au/study-with-us/levels-of-study/postgraduate-study/graduate-certificates/graduate-certificate-in-domestic-and-family-violence-gc164
https://www.rmit.edu.au/study-with-us/levels-of-study/postgraduate-study/masters-by-coursework/master-of-global-studies-mc283
https://www.rmit.edu.au/study-with-us/levels-of-study/postgraduate-study/masters-by-coursework/master-of-public-policy-mc216
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78.  Graduate Certificate of Social Impact 
Swinburne University of 
Technology 

Melbourne VIC 1 year part-time  

79.  Master of Public and International Law University of Melbourne Melbourne VIC  1 year full-time 

80.  Graduate Diploma in Human Rights Law University of Melbourne Melbourne VIC  6 months full-time 

81.  Master of Social Policy  University of Melbourne  Melbourne VIC 2 years full-time  

82.  Master of Human Rights Law University of Melbourne Melbourne VIC  1 year full-time 

83.  Master of Environmental Law  University of Melbourne Melbourne VIC 1 year full-time 

84.  Master of Public Policy and Management University of Melbourne Melbourne VIC 2 years full-time 

85.  Master of Social Policy University of Melbourne  Melbourne VIC 2 years full-time 

86.  
Graduate Certificate in International Community 
Development 

Victoria University  Melbourne VIC or online 6 months full-time 

87.  
Graduate Diploma in International Community 
Development 

Victoria University  Melbourne VIC or online 1 year full-time 

88.  Master of International Community Development Victoria University  Melbourne VIC or online 2 years full-time 

Western Australia  

89.  Graduate Certificate in Human Rights Curtin University Perth WA or online 6 months full-time  

90.  Master of Human Rights Curtin University Perth WA or online 1.5 years full-time  

91.  Master of Human Rights and Global Engagement Curtin University Perth WA or online 2 years full-time 

92.  Graduate Certificate in Community Development  Murdoch University Perth WA 1 year part-time 

93.  Graduate Diploma in Community Development Murdoch University Perth WA 1 year full-time 

94.  Master of Criminology Murdoch University Perth WA 2 years full-time 

95.  Master of Sustainable Development Murdoch University Perth WA 2 years full-time 

96.  Master of Development Studies  Murdoch University Perth WA 2 years full-time 

97.  Graduate Certificate in Aboriginal Studies  
The University of Notre Dame 
Australia  

Fremantle WA    1 year part-time   

98.  
Graduate Certificate in Modern Slavery and Human 
Trafficking  

The University of Notre Dame 
Australia  

Fremantle WA or online 6 months full-time  

99.  
Graduate Diploma of Modern Slavery and Human 
Trafficking  

The University of Notre Dame 
Australia  

Fremantle WA or online 1 year full-time  

https://www.swinburne.edu.au/study/course/Graduate-Certificate-of-Social-Impact-GC-SI/local
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/find/courses/graduate/master-of-public-and-international-law/
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/find/courses/graduate/graduate-diploma-in-human-rights-law/
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/find/courses/graduate/master-of-social-policy/
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/find/courses/graduate/master-of-human-rights-law/
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/find/courses/graduate/master-of-environmental-law/
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/find/courses/graduate/master-of-public-policy-and-management/
https://study.unimelb.edu.au/find/courses/graduate/master-of-social-policy/
https://www.vu.edu.au/courses/graduate-certificate-in-international-community-development-atid
https://www.vu.edu.au/courses/graduate-certificate-in-international-community-development-atid
https://www.vu.edu.au/courses/graduate-diploma-in-international-community-development-agid
https://www.vu.edu.au/courses/graduate-diploma-in-international-community-development-agid
https://www.vu.edu.au/courses/master-of-international-community-development-amcd
https://www.curtin.edu.au/study/offering/course-pg-graduate-certificate-in-human-rights--gc-hright/
https://www.curtin.edu.au/study/offering/course-pg-master-of-human-rights--mc-hright/?segment=dom&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=&utm_agid=&utm_term=master%20of%20human%20rights&creative=557071029003&device=c&placement=&gad_source=1
https://www.curtin.edu.au/study/offering/course-pg-master-of-human-rights-and-global-engagement--mc-hriglo/
https://www.murdoch.edu.au/course/postgraduate/c1107
https://www.murdoch.edu.au/course/postgraduate/g1061
https://www.murdoch.edu.au/course/postgraduate/M1314
https://www.murdoch.edu.au/course/postgraduate/m1214
https://www.murdoch.edu.au/course/postgraduate/m1195
https://www.notredame.edu.au/programs/fremantle/school-of-arts-and-sciences/postgraduate/graduate-certificate-in-aboriginal-studies-postgraduate
https://www.notredame.edu.au/programs/sydney/school-of-law/postgraduate/graduate-certificate-in-modern-slavery-and-human-trafficking
https://www.notredame.edu.au/programs/sydney/school-of-law/postgraduate/graduate-certificate-in-modern-slavery-and-human-trafficking
https://www.notredame.edu.au/programs/sydney/school-of-law/postgraduate/graduate-diploma-of-modern-slavery-and-human-trafficking
https://www.notredame.edu.au/programs/sydney/school-of-law/postgraduate/graduate-diploma-of-modern-slavery-and-human-trafficking
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100.  Graduate Certificate in Public Policy University of Western Australia Perth WA 6 months full-time 

101.  Master of Public Policy University of Western Australia Perth WA 1.5 – 2 years full-time  

102.  Master of International Development University of Western Australia Perth WA 1.5 – 2 years full-time 

103.  Graduate Certificate in Social Impact University of Western Australia Perth WA 1 year part-time 

104.  Graduate Diploma in Law, Policy and Government University of Western Australia Perth WA 6 months full-time 

105.  Master of Law, Policy and Government University of Western Australia Perth WA 1 year full-time 

106.  Graduate Diploma in International Law University of Western Australia Perth WA 6 months full-time 

107.  Master of International Law University of Western Australia Perth WA 1 year full-time 

 

https://www.uwa.edu.au/study/courses/graduate-certificate-in-public-policy
https://www.uwa.edu.au/study/courses/master-of-public-policy
https://www.uwa.edu.au/study/courses/master-of-international-development
https://www.uwa.edu.au/study/courses/graduate-certificate-in-social-impact
https://www.uwa.edu.au/study/Courses/Graduate-Diploma-in-Law-Policy-and-Government
https://www.uwa.edu.au/study/Courses/Master-of-Law-Policy-and-Government
https://www.uwa.edu.au/study/Courses/Graduate-Diploma-in-International-Law
https://www.uwa.edu.au/study/Courses/Master-of-International-Law

